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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface , tormod hero i n 
throughout tho c l aims "GU I /' ( GUI) control method comprising th e process i ngs 
ef: 

(a) displaying the applicable use, previously registered in a storage unit, 
of a software running on a computer, on a screen of a display apparatus in a 
menu form^-af ^ from the exterior of said software in a relative positional relation 
to the screen displayed by said software, said software having no function of 
displaying the applicable use of the software itself nor a function of displaying 
and highlighting a GUI widget to be operated next; 

(b) displaying a GUI widget to be operated next in a display style 
highlighting said widget from other widgets on said screen, in accordance with 
an operating sequence previously registered in said storage unit, on selection of 
the use on said menu T ; and 

(c) detecting a displayed position of the GUI widget to be operated 

next; 

wherein said proc e ss i ng of displaying ef— the applicable use and said 
procoss i ng of displaying the GUI widget are performed from one procoss i ng to 
another — upon each operation te — gu i d e — th eof said operating sequence e# 
r e alizing to realize said selected use. 



2. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface (GUI) GUi control 
method comprising: 

displaying a cover screen hiding an inherent screen ef operated by a 
software , which is different from another software that operates said cover 
screen, on a display device; and 
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displaying the applicable use of said software that operates said inherent 
screen in a menu form on said cover screen; 

wherein if an operation on the menu on said cover screen is performed, an 
operation equivalent to the operation performed on said cover screen is executed 
on the inherent screen of said software in accordance with previously registered 
widget-relation information. 

3. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface (G\J\)_ control 
method comprising: 

(a) a step of previously registering in a storage unit the applicable use 
of a first software adapted for running on a computer, said first software having 
a GUI; 

(b) a step of displaying the registered use as a menu on a screen of a 
display device, inputting an operational sequence of said first software, as 
required for utilizing said first software in said use, to register in said storage 
unit, for each use displayed on said menu; and 

(c) a step comprising: booting, on selection of the use from said 
menu, the first software as required for the selected use; detecting in what 
location in the screen a GUI vfyidget to be acted on next, in accordance with the 
operating sequence previously registered for the selected use, is displayed; and 
displaying the detected GUI widget in a highlighted fashion on the screen in 
accordance with a detected display location of said GUI widget , said GUI widget 
being displayed and controlled by a second software externally of the first 
software ; and 

(d) a step comprising: detecting an action on said GUI widget, 
instructing, in accordance with seMa previously registered operating sequence, 
to detect in what position on the screen a GUI widget to be acted on next; and 
displaying said GUI widget in a highlighted fashion on said screen, in accordance 
with the detected display location of said GUI widget. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface (GUI) control 
method comprising: 

(a) a step of previously registering in a storage unit tbean applicable 
use of a software adapted for running on a computer, said software having a 
GUI; 

(b) a step of detecting , on booting said software, ouch booting of said 
software, and displaying the applicable use of said software on a screen of a 
display device; 

(c) a step of registering in the storage unit ihean operating sequence of 
said software for utilizing the software in said use, for each of the use displayed 
on said menu; 

(d) a step comprising: detecting, on selection of the use from said 
menu, in what location in the screen a GUI widget to be acted on next is 
displayed, in accordance with thean operating sequence previously registered for 
the selected use; and of displaying the detected GUI widget in a highlighted 
fashion on said screen in accordance with the detected display location of said 
GUI widget , said GUI widget being displayed and controlled by a software 
externally of said software ; 

(e) a step of detecting an action on said GUI widget; and 

(f) a step of instructing, in accordance with said previously registered 
operating sequence, to detect in what position on the screen a GUI widget to be 
acted on next is displayed, and displaying said GUI widget in a highlighted 
fashion on said screen, in accordance with the detected display location of said 
GUI widget. 



5. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface (GUI) control 
method comprising: 

(a) a step of previously registering in a storage unit thean applicable 
use of at least one software adapted for running on a computer, said software 
having a GUI; 
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(b) a step of displaying the registered use in a menu on a screen the 
display device and booting, on selection of the registered use from said menu, a 
software as required for the selected use; 

(c) a step of previously registering in a storage unit a screenshot for 
utilizing the booted software in the selected use, as a cover screen; 

(d) a step of hiding an inherent screen of the software booted from 
view and visibly displaying said registered cover screen; 

(e) a step of detecting an action on a GUI widget displayed on said 
cover screen, followed by displaying the next cover screen , said GUI widget 
being operated externally of the software of said inherent screen ; 

(f) a step of previously registering in said storage unit widget-relation 
information as to what GUI widget on the inherent screen of said software is to 
be acted on upon acting onto any GUI widget on said cover screen; 

(g) a step of detecting, in accordance with the registered widget- 
relation information, in what location on the inherent screen of said software the 
GUI widget to be acted on next is being displayed; 

(h) a step of issuing an operating event to the detected GUI widget; 

(i) a step of previously registering the widget-relation information as to 
in which GUI widget on said cover screen the data displayed on a GUI widget on 
the inherent screen of said software is to be copied; and 

(j) copying the data displayed on the GUI widget on the inherent 
screen of said software in said GUI widget on said cover screen in accordance 
with the registered widget correspondence information. 

6. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface 1GUI} control 
method comprising: 

(a) a step of previously registering in a storage unit the applicable use 
of a software adapted for running on a computer, said software having a GUI; 

(b) a step of previously registering a screenshot for utilizing said 
software in said use as a cover screen in said storage unit; 
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(c) a step of detectings-en booting of said software , such booting, to 
fride and hiding an inherent screen of the software booted from view, thereby 
visibly displaying said registered cover screen in place of said inherent screen 
and displaying the applicable use of said booted software in a menu on the cover 
screen i n a menu ; 

(d) a step of displaying, on selection of use from said menu, said cover 
screen being registered for the selected use; 

(e) a step of detecting an action on a GUI widget displayed on said 
cover screen to display a next cover screen , said GUI widget being operated 
externally of the software of said inherent screen ; 

(f) a step of previously registering in said storage unit the— widget- 
relation information as to what GUI widget on the inherent screen of said 
software is to be actuated upon actuation of any GUI widget on said cover 
screen; 

(g) a step of detecting in what location on the inherent screen of said 
software the GUI widget to be actuated next is to be displayed in accordance 
with the registered widget-relation information; 

(h) a step of issuing an operating event on said detected GUI widget; 

(i) previously registering in said storage unit the widget 

correspondence information as to in what GUI widget on said cover screen data 
displayed on the GUI widget on the inherent screen of said software is to be 
copied; and 

(j) a step of copying data displayed in the GUI widget on the inherent 
screen of said software in the GUI widget on said cover screen in accordance 
with the registered widget correspondence information. 

7. (Currently Amended) The GUI graphical user interface control 
method as defined in claim 3 wherein, in executing said GUI control, there is no 
necessity to modify said first software. 
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8. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 
comprising: 

a controller managing control so that tbe-an applicable use of a software 
is displayed in a menu form on a screen of a display device from the exterior of 
said software in a relative positional relation to the screen displayed by said 
software, said software having no function of displaying the applicable use of 
the software itself nor a function of displaying and highlighting a graphical user 
interface (GUI) widget to be operated next , and so that, if one use is selected on 
said menu, a graphica l user intorfaoo GUI widget , termed "GU I widgot" to be 
acted on next is displayed in a highlighted fashion from others on a screen, in 
accordance with a previously registered operating sequence, and detecting a 
displayed position of the GUI widget to be operated next, 

said controller guiding the operating sequence for realizing said selected 

use. 

9. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 
comprising: 

a controller managing control so that a cover screen hiding thean inherent 
screen operated by ef a software , which is different from a software that 
operates said cover screen, on a display device is displayed on a display device 
to display thean applicable use of said software that operates said inherent 
screen in a menu form on said cover screen, and so that, if an action is made on 
said menu of said cover screen, an action equivalent to aa said action made on 
said menu of said cover screen is executed on an t he inherent screen of said 
software in accordance with a previously registered operating sequence. 



10. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface (GUD GUf control 
apparatus comprising: 

(a) a use menu display unit displaying, in a menu, thean applicable use 
of a software adapted for running on a computer, said software having a 
graph i ca l us e r i nterface GUI; 
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(b) a use menu registration unit previously registering a use menu 
displayed by said use menu display unit; 

(c) a use selection detection unit detecting, on selection of one use 
from the use menu displaying on said use menu display unit, which use has been 
selected; 

(d) a software booting unit booting the software required for the 
selected use; 

(e) an operational sequence registration unit previously registering 
thean operational sequence for acting on said software in the selected use; 

(f) a widget detection unit detecting in what location on the screen 
thea GUI widget to be acted on next is to be displayed on a screenshot, in 
accordance with afrthe operating sequence registered for the selected use by 
said operational sequence registration unit , said GUI widget being operated 
externally of said software for the selected use ; 

(g) an operation target widget indicating unit displaying the GUI widget 
detected by said widget detection unit in a highlighted fashion on a screenshot^ 
said GUI widget being operated externally of said software for the selected use ; 
and 

(h) an operation detection unit detecting an action made on a GUI 
widget detected by said widget detection unit and instructing the widget 
detection unit to detect, in accordance with an operating sequence registered by 
said operational sequence registration unit, in what location on the screenshot 
the GUI widget to be acted on next is displayed. 

11. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface K3UI} control 
apparatus comprising: 

(a) software booting detecting means for detecting booting of a 
software adapted for running on a computer, said software having a GUI; 

(b) use menu display means for displaying, in a menu, tfrean applicable 
use of a booted software; 
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(c) use menu registration means for previously registering a use menu 
displayed by said use menu display means; 

(d) use selection detection means for detecting, on selection of the use 
from the use menu displayed by said use menu display means, which use has 
been selected; 

(e) operational sequence registration means for previously registering 
an operational sequence for acting on said software in the selected use; 

(f) widget detection means for detecting, in accordance with an 
operational sequence registered for the selected use, by said operational 
sequence registration means, in what location on a screenshot thea GUI widget 
to be acted on next is displayed; 

(g) operation target widget indicating means for displaying the GUI 
widget detected by said widget detection means in a highlighted fashion on a 
screenshot , said GUI widget being operated externally of said software for the 
selected use ; 

(h) operation detection means for detecting an action on a GUI widget 
detected by said widget detection means and for instructing said widget 
detection means to detect, in accordance with an operational sequence 
registered by said operational sequence registration means, in what location on 
the screenshot the GUI widget to be acted on next is displayed. 

12. (Currently Amended) The graphical user interface QUi control 
apparatus as defined in claim 10 further comprising: 

means for displaying a GUI widget for notifying the completion of 
processing on a current screen; 

said operation detection unit detecting an operation performed on the GUI 
widget detected by said widget detection unit or on the GUI widget displayed on 
the screen. 

13. (Currently Amended) The graphical user interfaceG UI control 
apparatus as defined in claim 1 1 further comprising: 
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means for displaying a GUI widget for notifying the completion of 
processing on a current screen; 

said operation detection means wit detecting an operation performed on 
the GUI widget detected by said widget detection unit or on the GUI widget 
displayed on the screen. 

14. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface {GUI} control 
apparatus comprising: 




(a) use menu displaying means for demonstrating on a menu thean 
applicable use of a software operating on a computer, said software having a 



GUI; 

(b) use menu registration means for previously registering tbea use 
menu demonstrated by said use menu displaying means; 

(c) use selection detection means for detecting thea use selected from 
the use menu demonstrated by said use menu displaying means; 

(d) software booting means for booting a software necessary for the 
selected use; 

(e) cover screen registration means for previously registering, as a 
cover screen, a screenshot for utilizing the booted software in the selected use; 

(f) cover screen display means for hiding an inherent screen of said 
booted software and for visibly demonstrating the cover screen registered by 
said cover screen registration means in place of the inherent screen; 

(g) operation detection means for detecting an operation on a the GUI 
widget demonstrated on said cover screen to instruct said cover screen display 
means to display a next cover screen , said GUI widget being operated externally 
of the software of said inherent screen ; 

(h) widget-relation information registration means for previously 
registering widget-relation information as to which GUI widget on said inherent 
screen of said software is to be acted on depending on any GUI widget on said 
cover screen that has been acted on; 
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(i) widget detection means for detecting, depending on said widget- 
relation information registered by said widget-relation information registration 
means, in what location on the inherent screen of said software the GUI widget 
to be acted on next is demonstrated; and 

(j) operation event issuing means for issuing an operating event on 
said GUI widget detected by said widget detection means; 

(k) wherein the — widget correspondence information is previously 
registered by said widget-relation information registration means, said 
information being as to data displayed in any GUI widget on said inherent screen 
is to be copied in which GUI widget on the cover screen of said software; and 

(I) wherein there is provided displayed data copying means for copying 
the data displayed in a GUI widget on the inherent screen of said software in 
said GUI widget on said cover screen in accordance with said widget 
correspondence information. 



15. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface (GUI)G W control 
apparatus comprising: 

(a) use menu registration means for previously registering thean 
applicable use of a software; 

(b) cover screen registration means for previously registering a 
screenshot for using said software for said applicable use as a cover screen; 

(c) cover screen displaying means for detecting the booting of said 
software, hiding an inherent screen of said booted software and Je^-visibly 
demonstrating the cover screen registered by said cover screen registration 
means in place of the inherent screen; 

(d) use menu displaying means for demonstrating the applicable use of 
said booted software as a menu on the cover screen demonstrated by said cover 
screen displaying disp l ay means; 

(e) use selection detection means for detecting, on selection of a use 
from said menu, which use has been selected; 



002.1115416.2 



-13- 



Application No. 09/758,549 



Attorney Docket No. 029471/0146 



(f) operation detection means for detecting an operation on a graph i ca l 
us e r int e rfac e GUI widget displayed on said cover screen , said GUI widget being 
operated externally of the software of said inherent screen ; 

(g) widget-relation information registration means for previously 
registering widget-relation information indicating which GUI widget on an 
inherent screen on said software is to be actuated on actuation of any GUI 
widget on said cover screen; 

(h) widget detection means for detecting in what location on an 
inherent screen of said software the GUI widget to be acted on next is 
demonstrated in accordance with widget-relation information registered by said 
widget-relation information registration means; and 

(i) operating event issuing means for issuing an operating event for a 
GUI widget detected by said widget detection means; 

(j) wherein the — widget correspondence information is previously 
registered by said widget correspondence information registration means such 
that data displayed in any GUI widget on said inherent screen is to be copied in 
which GUI widget on the cover screen of said software; and 

(k) wherein there is provided displayed data copying means for copying 
the data displayed in a GUI widget on the inherent screen of said software in 
said GUI widget on said cover screening in accordance with said widget 
correspondence information. 

16. (Currently Amended) A computer readable program product for 
causing a computer having at least a display device and an input device to 
execute the processing comprising the steps of: 

(a) use menu displaying step of demonstrating on a menu thean 
applicable use of a software having a graphical user interface (GUI}; 

(b) use menu registration step of previously registering the use menu 
demonstrated by said use menu displaying processing; 

(c) use selection detection step of detecting the use selected from the 
use menu demonstrated by said use menu displaying step; 
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(d) software booting step of booting a software necessary for the 
selected use; 

(e) operating sequence registration step of previously registering an 
operating sequence for acting on said software in the selected use; 

(f) widget detecting step of detecting in which location on a 
screenshot thea GUI widget to be acted on next is displayed in accordance with 
an operating sequence registered for the selected use , said GUI widget being 
operated externally of said software ; 

(g) operating target widget indication step of demonstrating the GUI 
widget detected by said widget detecting step in a highlighted fashion on a 
screenshot; and 

(h) instructing the widget detecting step of detecting an operation on 
the GUI widget detected by said widget detecting step to detect in which 
location in a screenshot the GUI widget to be acted on next is displayed. 



17. (Currently Amended) A computer readable program product for 
causing a computer having at least a display device and an input device to 
execute the processing comprising the steps of: 

(a) software booting detection step of detecting booting of a software 
having a graphical user interface (GUI); 

(b) use menu displaying step of demonstrating on a menu thean 
applicable use of a software having the GUI; 

(c) use menu registration step of previously registering the use menu 
demonstrated by said use menu displaying step; 

(d) use selection detection step of detecting the use selected from the 
use menu demonstrated by said use menu displaying step; 

(e) operating sequence registration step of previously registering an 
operating sequence for acting on said software in the selected use; 

(f) widget detecting step of detecting in which location on a 
screenshot thea GUI widget to be acted on next is displayed in accordance with 
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an operating sequence registered for the selected use , said GUI widget being 
operated externally of said software ; 

(g) operating target widget indication step of demonstrating the GUI 
widget detected by said widget detecting step in a highlighted fashion on a 
screenshot; and 

(h) operation detection step instructing the widget detecting step to 
detect an operation on the GUI widget detected by said widget detecting step to 
detect in which location in a screenshot the GUI widget to be acted on next is 
displayed. 

18. (Currently Amended) The record i ng — med i um — hav i ng — r e cord e d 
theroon a program product as defined in claim 16, said sie pprocessing further 
comprising: 

a widget displaying step of displaying a GUI widget for notifying the 
completion of the step on a current screen; 

said operation detection step causing said computer to execute detecting 
an operating an operation on a GUI widget detected by said widget detection 
step or a GUI widget demonstrated by said widget display step. 



19. (Currently Amended) The r e cord i ng — med i um — having — record e d 
thereon o program product as defined in claim 17, said step processing further 
comprising: 

a widget displaying step of displaying a GUI widget for notifying the 
completion of the step on a current screen; 

said operation detection step causing said computer to execute detecting 
an operation on a GUI widget detected by said widget detection step or a GUI 
widget demonstrated by said widget display step. 
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20. (Currently Amended) A computer readable program product for 
causing a computer having at least a display device and an input device to 
execute the processing comprising the steps of: 

(a) use menu displaying step of demonstrating on a menu tbean 
applicable use of a software having a graphical user interface (GUI}; 

(b) use menu registration step of previously registering the use menu 
demonstrated by said use menu displaying step; 

(c) use selection detection step of detecting the use selected from the 
use menu demonstrated by said use menu displaying step; 




(d) software booting step of booting a software necessary for the 
selected use; 



(e) cover screen registration step of previously registering, as cover 
screen, a screenshot for exploiting the booted software in the selected use; 

(f) cover screen display step of hiding an inherent screen of said 
booted software and for visibly demonstrating the cover screen registered by 
said cover screen registration step in place of the inherent screen; 

(g) operation detection step of detecting an operation on tkea GUI 
widget demonstrated on said cover screen to instruct said cover screen 
registration step to display said cover screen , said GUI widget being operated 
externally of the software of said inherent screen ; 

(h) widget-relation information registration step of previously 
registering widget-relation information as to which GUI widget on said inherent 
screen of said software is to be acted on depending on any GUI widget on said 
cover screen has been acted on; 

(i) widget detection step of detecting, depending on said widget- 
relation information as to in what location on the inherent screen of said 
software the GUI widget to be acted on next is demonstrated; and 

(j) operation event issuing step of issuing an operating event on said 
GUI widget detected by said widget detection step; 
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(k) a step of previously registering said widget-relation information as 
to data displayed on any GUI widget on said inherent screen of said software is 
to be copied in which GUI widget on the cover screen; and 

(I) whoro i n displayed data copying step of copying the data displayed 
in a GUI widget on the inherent screen of said software in said GUI widget on 
said cover screen in accordance with said widget-relation information. 

21. (Currently Amended) A computer readable program product for 
causing a computer having at least a display device and an input device to 
execute the processing comprising the steps of: 

(a) use menu registering step of previously registering thean applicable 
use of a software; 

(b) cover screen registration step of previously registering a screenshot 
for using said software for said application as a cover screen; 

(c) cover screen displaying step of detecting the—booting of said 
software, hiding an inherent screen of said booted software and #ef-visibly 
demonstrating the cover screen registered by said cover screen registration step 
in place of said inherent screen; 

(d) use menu displaying step of demonstrating the applicable use of 
said booted software as a menu on the cover screen demonstrated by said cover 
screen display step; 

(e) use selection detection step of detecting, on selection of a use from 
said menu, which use has been selected; 

(f) operation detection step of detecting an operation on a graphical 
user interface jGUI) widget displayed on said cover screen; 

(g) widget-relation information registration step of previously 
registering widget-relation information indicating which GUI widget on an 
inherent screen on said software is to be actuated upon actuation of any GUI 
widget on said cover screen , said GUI widget being operated externally of the 
software of said inherent screen ; 
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(h) widget detection step of detecting in what location on an inherent 
screen of said software the GUI widget to be acted on next is demonstrated in 
accordance with said widget-relation information; and 

(i) operating event issuing step of issuing an operating event for a GUI 
widget detected by said widget detection step; 

(j) previously registering, by said widget-relation information 
registration step, in which GUI widget on said cover screen data displayed any 
GUI widget on the inherent screen of said software is to be copied; and 

(k) displayed data copying step of copying the data displayed in a GUI 
widget on the inherent screen of said software in said GUI widget on said cover 
j^fy/ screen ' n accorc 'ance with said widget-relation information. 

22. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface {GUI) control 
apparatus for an information processing apparatus having a display device, a 
storage device, and a program-controlled processing device, comprising: 

(a) a use menu displaying unit demonstrating on a menu thean 
applicable use of a software having a GUI; 

(b) a use menu registration unit previously registering the use menu 
demonstrated by said use menu displaying unit in a use menu; 

(c) a use selection detection unit detecting the use selected from the 
use menu demonstrated by said use menu displaying unit on said display device; 

(d) a software booting unit booting a software necessary for the 
selected use; 

(e) an operating sequence registration unit previously registering an 
operating sequence for acting on said software in the selected use; 

(f) a widget detecting unit detecting in what location on a screenshot 
tfvea GUI widget to be acted on next is displayed in accordance with an 
operating sequence registered for the selected use by said operating sequence 
registration unit , said GUI widget being operated externally of said software ; 
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(g) an operating target widget indication unit demonstrating the GUI 
widget detected by said widget detecting unit in a highlighted fashion on a 
screenshot of said display device; and 

(h) an operation detecting unit detecting an operation on the GUI 
widget detected by said widget detecting unit to instruct the widget detecting 
unit to detect in what location in said screen the GUI widget to be acted on next 
is displayed in accordance with an operational sequence registered by said 
operating sequence registration unit. 

23. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface (GUI} control 
apparatus for an information processing apparatus having a display device, an 
input device, a storage device, and a program-controlled processing device, 
comprising: 

(a) a use menu displaying unit demonstrating on a menu thean 
applicable use of a software having a GUI; 

(b) a use menu registration unit previously registering the use menu 
demonstrated by said use a menu displaying unit in a use menu; 

(c) a use selection detection unit detecting the use selected through 
said input unit from the use menu demonstrated by said use menu displaying 
unit; 

(d) a software booting unit booting a software necessary for the 
selected use; 

(e) a cover screen registration unit previously registering a screenshot 
for using said booted software in the selected use as a cover screen; 

(f) a cover screen displaying unit hiding an inherent screen of said 
booted software and visibly demonstrating the cover screen registered by said 
cover screen registration unit in place of the inherent screen on said display 
device; 

(g) an operation detection unit detecting an operation on a GUI widget 
displayed on said cover screen , said GUI widget being operated externally of the 
software of said inherent screen ; 
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(h) a widget-relation information registration unit previously registering 
widget-relation information indicating which GUI widget on an inherent screen 
on said software is to be actuated upon actuation of which GUI widget on said 
cover screen; 

(i) a widget detection unit detecting in which location on an inherent 
screen of said software the GUI widget to be acted on next is demonstrated in 
accordance with said widget-relation information; and 

(j) an operating event issuing unit issuing an operating event for a GUI 
widget detected by said widget detection unit; 

(k) wherein it is previously registered by said widget-relation 
information registration processing unit, in GUI widget on said cover screen data 
displayed in any GUI widget on the inherent screen of said software is to be 
copied; and 

(I) wherein there is provided a displayed data copying unit copying the 
data displayed in a GUI widget on the inherent screen of said software into a 
GUI widget on said cover screen in accordance with said widget-relation 
information. 
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